



Evangelism (continued)


The WHY of evangelism is the basic starting point of doing evangelism.

Now this is obvious enough. If you are going to something, anything, you should have a reason for doing what you intend to do.


For example, if you fix yourself a sandwich, the most probable reason is that you are hungry and need to have the need satisfied.  If you stop and put gas in your car, the reason is probably because of the fact that you are low on gas.  There is a reason for “doing,” no matter what you do.


So, is there any REASON why you should do evangelism?  The answer to that question is obviously, “Yes!” Or, there would be no reason to do it. 


FIRST, the REASON WHY you should do evangelism is because the Lord commands that His people do evangelism.   You are all familiar with the verse of Scripture that we refer to as the Great Commission, Matthew 28:19.

There we read, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,….” 
Now some will raise the objection that the Lord was speaking only to His disciples.


That excuse is a poor one because anyone with an ounce of intelligence can see that the disciples could never go and make disciples of all nations.  There has to be more than just “them” to carry out this command.

As Christian followers of Christ, we believe that this command falls on us as much as it fell on the disciples.  There is no other logical explanation.


There is similar command found in the Old Testament in the Book of Ezekiel 3:11, which says, “”And go to the exiles, to your people, and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God,’ whether they hear or refuse to hear.”  (RSV).

Suffice it to say that evangelism has always been in God’s plan for His people.  It is an expectation that God has for all of His people.  If then, it is expected of us, then how can we not be doing it?

SECONDLY, you should be doing evangelism because you love the Lord God and because you love His creation, mankind, and care for the value of a soul. 
Perhaps one of the most loving things you can do is present or share the Gospel in hopes of bringing someone under the salvation of the Lord.  


Well, what is the reasoning behind such a suggestion?  If we look in the Book of Galatians, we find that “love” is one, perhaps the top most, fruit of the Spirit.  Recall that the Apostle Paul writes, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy peace, patience, kindness, goodness….etc.”  


If one really loves, then one will want to give.  That is the nature of love.  Of course we see this as described in John 3:16, “For God loved the world that He gave….”


And I would believe that anyone who has the fullness of God’s love in his/her life would want to give to those who need it the most, the lost.


Now, here I wouldn’t want to be negative, but given this thought that those who have the fullness of God’s love in their lives would want to give the Good News to those who need it, then, if you don’t give it, maybe you do not have the fullness of God’s love in your life.  That’s scary.  Something to think about.


THIRDLY, is God’s perspective on humanity. In Proverbs 11:30 we read, “he who is wise wins souls.” (KJV).  This is what God says, so it seems this is what Christians should do. I suspect that all Christians internally, emotionally want to be wise in the sight of God. 


The fourth reason one should want to do evangelism is, rather bluntly, to keep people out of hell.  As described in the Word of God, “hell” is a terrifying place of utter anguish and eternal separation from God.


You recall that the Bible describes “hell” as a place where, “..the worm never dies and the fire is never quenched…” You also recall that when Moses met the Lord God, God displayed Himself as a burning bush that was never consumed.


It is hard to conceive some that will burn and is burning but is never consumed.  I believe that same principle serves to illustrate the nature of the environment of hell.  Whatever will be going on or is going on in hell is something that burns but never ceases to quit burning.  The idea of the worm never dying is to illustrate the eternality of the gnawing agony of the pain and irritation of that existence.


From the Bible’s point of view, those who are not under God’s umbrella of salvation through the Blood of Christ, go there.  WITNESSING is an attempt to keep people out of hell!



FIFTHLY, WITNESSING about the Lord’s gracious gift, for all who will accept it, is pleasing to God and brings honor and glory to His Blessed Name.


Sixth, we WITNESS so that people may come to know the love and fellowship of the Lord God.  


In the Book of First John, VERSES 1-4, we read this, “That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life---the Life was made manifest and we saw it, and testified to it, and proclaim to you the Eternal Life which was with the Father, and was made manifest to us--- that which we have seen and heard, WE PROCLAIM ALSO TO YOU that you may have fellowship with us; and our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son, Jesus Christ. And we are writing this so that our/your joy may be full.”

I would think that this is something that should inspire each and every one of us to share the Good News of Christ with any and everyone with whom we come in contact.  


We know that this is what God wants for all people and we should want it too, for His sake and glory.


The Bible tells us that, “there is joy in heaven over one sinner who repents.”  (Luke 15:10).  Shouldn’t we as Christians rejoice too?  Shouldn’t we weep over the lost and love and care for them enough to address this issue with them?

`
To SUMMARIZE, as Christians, the salvation of the lost is the goal of our efforts.  The love of God is our motive. The love of the lost for God’s sake should be one of our primary concerns when it comes to acting out our Christian commitment.


This completes out overview of evangelism.  Now we have to get down to the nitty-gritty of evangelism.


We will take a look at “Why we do evangelism”, some excuses for NOT doing evangelism, some do’s and don’ts in evangelism and then we will look at how to evangelize and how to defend our stand on evangelism.


Our FIRST step is to understand and be able to clearly explain WHY someone needs to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ.


We look FIRST at the “dilemma of mankind” relative to his/her relationship to God.


To be sure, this is one of the most important and urgent needs in doing evangelism.  Unless YOU understand the depth of the problem of sin and understand the urgency of sharing with others who do not know Christ as their Savior, you really will not possess the enthusiasm and urgency in this matter.


Basically we all know that mankind is separated from God because of the curse of sin. This is basic to the whole notion of evangelism.  Sure we can tell someone that they are a sinner, separated from God.


But how do we convince someone that this judgment applies to them specifically?  Evangelism demands clarity at this point. Clarity comes NOT from our say so, but from THE WORD OF GOD.  


Now, to be sure, there are a lot of people who put no stock in the Bible as God’s Holy Word or as an authority for their lives.  Evangelism has to make the presentation so clear and appealing that the subject will be convinced of its reality and authority.

        We must know and understand ourselves what man’s basic dilemma is in order to be able to clearly, competently and authoritatively explain it.

          So, let’s begin by defining or describing that dilemma.  The Bible tells us that man is utterly depraved (immoral, corrupt, evil, wicked, degenerate), and is separated from God because of sin.


We learn this from the Book of Genesis, Chapter three of the fall of man due to disobedience to God’s command. (Now, here is where a problem may arise because some to whom you will witness may say that this is a myth and is meaningless. 


 However, if they will listen, tell the story anyway.  It will be God’s will to convince them of its truth.  The evangelist can save no one.  That is God’s doing.  Your job will be to share the Good News.


The Apostle Paul, under God’s inspiration, clarifies this point in man’s dilemma.  In the Book of Romans, Chapter 5, VERSE 12, where we read, “Therefore as sin came into the world through one man (Adam), and death through sin, so death spread to all men because all men sinned---.”


According to the Bible, mankind is a pretty despicable character.  Let me share with you some of the statements that are made concerning the character, the dilemma of mankind.  


(These you will need to learn of their whereabouts and commit them to memory, NOT just what they say, but more specifically, where they can be found in the Bible if you need to show someone their reference).
